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members of the Arab nation. As for the linguistic minorities,
they insist on a certain degree of assimilation, but there is no
question of treating them as inferiors because of their racial
origins.

They are opposed, however, to the grant of a special* regime
to minorities, since it would only perpetuate their difference;
and even more strongly would they oppose any foreign inter-
vention or influence in support of the minorities. In regard to
the compact minorities, while they recognize the need for careful
and tactful administration, they believe they are capable of giving
such administration, and wholly reject the claims of the auton-
omists, both because the grant of autonomy would play into the
hands of foreign powers eager to intervene, and because, so long
as they remained autonomous, the minorities would never leara
how to live with their fellow-nationals.

The Treaty of 1936 and the Minorities

The autoaomy of Jebel Druze and the Alawis was brought to
an end by the Franco-Syrian Treaty of 1936, In December of
that year decrees were issued annexing the two Governments to
the Syrian Republic as the Provinces of Jebel Druze and Latakia
respectively. Certain safeguards were, however, provided for
the special position of the two provinces. On the one hand,
they were given a special administration and financial regime.
On the other, the military convention attached to the Treaty
stipulated for the maintenance of French troops in both districts
for a period of five years from the coming into force of the
Treaty.

At the same time, the administration of the Jazirah was placed
under the control of the Government of Damascus; it had never
been formally autonomous but in practice had been under
direct French administration since the establishment of civil
government there.                                      ^

In each of these three districts there was a group which wel-
comed tike union with Syria, and others who thought it ia their
interest to side with the nationalists who seemed to be the risiog
power. Others again did not object to inooqjoratiofi in Syria,
so kaig as the special position of the provinces was respected
and they were fairly treated in sucii matters as goveniiQeQt ap-
pointments. There were some, however, who desired to return
to complete autonomy under French protection. From 1937